Writing an Effective Essay

Thesis: Subject + Opinion; a strong, specific, opinionated thesis makes a strong, opinionated essay


Example: In Lord of the Flies, William Golding examines the innate savagery of human nature in order to challenge his reader to question society’s power to moderate behavior.

Method Statement: outline of the thesis; breaks down paragraph by paragraph (or section by section) the main points of the essay. Paragraphs are presented in the order in which they appear in the essay.


Example: Through his portrayal of a demented Roger, the inept leadership of Ralph and the victimization of Piggy, Golding confirms the depravity of human beings.

Body Thesis Statement: opening body paragraph or section sentence, presenting a clear opinion and specific focus that is directed connected to the thesis and method


Example: Ralph’s inability to control and manage the increasing mutinous strain in the boys parallels the overpowering force of human will even within a structured society.

Language Devices: when discussing the “how” (specific uses of language), clearly connect how this device furthers the author’s message and/or purpose.


Example: In “I Have a Dream” King’s juxtaposition of “a desert state, sweltering with the heat of injustice and oppression” with “an oasis of freedom and justice” reflect his belief that a landscape bereft of equality will be transformed into an environment from which the American Dream can blossom. 

Evidence should be provided in each paragraph to support your thesis, method and body thesis statements.  Evidence must be integrated (meshed) with the sentence, or set up with an appropriate, context-laden lead-in. If the sentence with the evidence (quoted or not) does not include the author’s name, you must put that name in the citation at the end of the sentence. When writing a literary analysis essay about one piece of literature, the citation needs to only include the page number from which the quotation comes.


Examples: 

According to de Crevecoeur, Americans put any differences behind them because of the strength of their government: “[they are] united by the silken bands of mild govern-ment, all respecting the laws without dreading their power, because they are equitable.”

Many would describe the American government as “overbearing, dishonest, and inefficient,” and further that “the laws passed by Congress, the decisions of the courts, [and] the development of capitalism” dictate the country’s direction, instead of the voice of the people (Steinbeck; Zinn).

Since Americans are “of different origins, classes, and religions,” they present a diverse community, unlike any other nation (Report).

Formatting: Please refer to Everything’s An Argument and First Page of an MLA Paper when formatting your paper. Margins, headings, running headers, spacing, font, etc. must be completed according to the provided guidelines. 

