The Scarlet Letter Thesis & Method Development

1.
Circle a thematic topic from the following list to write about:

Alienation

Breaking Society’s Rules

Guilt

Hypocrisy
Initiation
Pride

Sin

2.
Answer the following question:  What is Hawthorne arguing about that topic; what does he want the reader to believe about it?

Reminder: This answer must go beyond the novel – don’t write about Hester or Puritans. Write about what point we learn about human nature through Hawthorne’s writing.

3.
Identify, using 1-2 adjectives, the emotional response that Hawthorne wants the reader to have to the argument you identified in Step #2.

4.
Put the elements from Step #2 and 3 together, along with the underlined book title, and correctly spelled author’s name, into one sentence. This is your thesis.

5.
Circle your selection for the novel’s point of view:



Third person                     point of view
6.
Select one other topic from the list below:

Imagery

Figurative Language

Characterization

7. 
List the topic selected in Step #6. 






A. Determine what, specifically, what you are writing about with this topic. For example, with characterization, determine which single character you are writing about.

B. Make the topic persuasive – add 1-2 connotative adjectives to characterize and further explain your topic.

8.
List the two topics (third person 


 point of view & the topic selected in Step #6) in the best essay order. Put the weakest topic first, and the strongest topic last.


1. 









2.. 






9.
Combine the two topics into your method statement, along with a connection to the argument – think about how these topics reveal and enhance the argument that Hawthorne is presenting.

Hints for discussing point of view:

· Look at how Hawthorne’s use of direct address relates to your argument. Why do we need the narrator directly speaking to us at times in the book? Does it matter that this narrator is removed from the book’s initial setting?

· Consider the information that we learn from this use of point of view – how does it allow Hawthorne to more clearly relate his argument to the reader?

· Consider the information that Hawthorne withholds – why does he withhold it?

· Consider the perspective of the novel. Explain how the strengths of this perspective relate to the novel’s argument.
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