Sample Paragraph Shaping

The paragraph below presents two quotations only, while a standard literary analysis paragraph will always include three quotes. Quote selection should be comprehensive in nature; use evidence from a variety of sections in the novel. Please follow MLA formatting guidelines (including double-spacing).

Thesis: In The Scarlet Letter, Nathaniel Hawthorne inspires the reader to consider how pride serves to empower an individual to achieve redemption, in spite of the sting of society’s oppressive restrictions.

Method: As he develops the comforting symbol of the rose-bush, employs illustrative third-person omniscient point of view, and characterizes the courageous Hester Prynne, Hawthorne convinces his audience that atonement is possible.

BT: The presentation of the rose-bush provides an impetus to discover the redemptive power of a tale of pride overcoming weakness.

Q: In the midst of Hawthorne’s description of the dark Puritanical society, he purposefully places a symbol of hope next to one of confinement and oppression:  “a wild rose-bush… which might be imagined to offer their fragrance and fragile beauty to the prisoner as he went in, and to the condemned criminal as he came forth to his doom” (46).

CM: By immediately presenting this symbol, Hawthorne invites his readers to consider how good and beauty must permeate society, even into its darkest corners.

CM: Its fragile and delicate nature parallels Hester’s human weakness, while its persistent growth, rooted in the barren soil of this “civilized society,” parallels her noble pride. 

Q: At the close of the prologue, Hawthorne refers to the rose-bush as “some sweet moral blossom… [serving to] relieve the darkening close of a tale of human frailty and sorrow” (46).

CM: He compels his audience to carry along this symbol of hope throughout Hester’s valiant journey to salvation.

CM: In order for individuals to overcome society’s branding, they must rise above the pre-established codes that are set forth to govern their lives.

CS: Hawthorne’s development of this comforting symbol of the rose-bush compels the readers to find the moral to the tale—that pride transforms weakness into strength.

Example: Quoting text that appears in quotation marks…

Arthur’s denunciation of himself as “’utterly a pollution and a lie’” is empty without open, honest confession before his community (132).

