Questions to guide analysis of Point of View
1. What inspires this statement (in the plot)?

2. How does the direct address reveal or connect with YOUR argument?

3. Why use direct address? Think about…

a. Narrator’s feelings

b. Disagreement with Puritans or other characters

c. TRUTH
Tips on Working with Point of View

· The point of view reveals internal truths or truths of the heart, ideas that help us to understand Hawthorne’s message

· Consider how the information revealed through the point of view allows Hawthorne to more clearly relate his argument to the reader.

· Point of view is not perspective; it is how we hear the story. We are not talking about this type of point of view: “My point of view on the initiative is that it is a bad idea that will hurt our state.”

· The best quotation selections for point of view are direct address and internal thought. Actions and dialogue do not allow you to analyze point of view.

Sample Point of View Analysis

Q: Due to this clue from the narrator, the reader is enlightened in regards to the inner workings of Hester’s mind: “Here, she said to herself, had been the scene of her guilt, and here should be the scene of her earthly punishment; and so, perchance, the torture of her daily shame would at length purge her soul, and work out another purity than that which she had lost; more saint-like, because the result of martyrdom” while at the same time he reveals that Hester believes her reasoning to be “half a truth, and half a self-delusion” (74).
CM:  In revealing Hester’s desire to achieve salvation so soon after her humiliating public punishment, the narrator makes an example of pride’s ability to motivate a person towards his purification, especially when struck by a blow such as humiliation.  

CM:  The decision to remain in the community which has nothing but infamy to offer her illustrates the power pride can have over the choices of one’s psyche.  Hester’s thoughts are corrupted by pride, which forces her to try to absolve herself even though she also knows that she can never fully do so. 
Q: "On the other hand, a penalty which, in our days, would infer a degree of mocking infamy and ridicule, might then be invested with almost as stern a dignity as the punishment of death itself" (30). 
CM: That Puritan society equates committing a crime and deserving an otherwise embarrassing penalty to death illustrates pride as something to be treasured, guarded, and kept untarnished. Hawthorne stands to reason, by using direct address to broaden the focus from Puritans to people in general, that those who base their pride off of purity and lack of wrongdoing develop a myopic perception of those who do not conform to their caliber of morality. 
Direct Address Examples

Hester at her Needle

“there is a fatality, a feeling so irresistible and inevitable that it has the force of doom, which almost invariably compels human beings to linger around and haunt, ghost-like, the spot where some great and marked event has given the color to their lifetime; and still the more irresistibly, the darker the tinge that saddens it” (75/32).

The Governors Hall

“even as, in our own days, we scatter gilded volumes on the centre-table, to be turned over by the casual guest” (92/55)

The Elf-Child and the Minister

“But it is an error to suppose that our grave forefathers – though accustomed to speak and think of human existence as a state merely of trial and warfare, and though unfeignedly prepared to sacrifice goods and life at the behest of duty – made it a matter of conscience to reject such means of comfort, or even luxury, as lay fairly within their grasp” (94/59).

The Leech

“Wherever there is a heart and an intellect, the diseases of the physical frame are tinged with the peculiarities of these” (105/74-5).

“Few secrets can escape an investigator, who has opportunity and license to undertake such a quest, and skill to follow it up. A man burdened with a secret should especially avoid intimacy of his physician. If the latter possess native sagacity, and a nameless something more, - let us call it intuition; if he show no intrusive egotism, nor disagreeably prominent characteristics of his own; if he have the power, which must be born with him, to bring his mind into such affinity with his patients, that this last shall unawares have spoken what he imagines himself only to have thought; if such revelations be received without tumult, and acknowledged not so often by an uttered sympathy, as by silence, an inarticulate breath, and here and there a word, to indicate that all is understood; if, to these qualifications of a confidant be joined the advantages afforded by his recognized character as a physician; - then, at some inevitable moment, will the soul of the sufferer be dissolved, and flow forth in a dark, but transparent  stream, bringing all its mysteries into the daylight” (105-106/75).

“When an uninstructed multitude attempts to see with its eyes, it is exceedingly apt to be deceived. When, however, it forms its judgment, as it usually does, on the intuitions of its great and warm heart, the conclusions thus attained are often so profound and so unerring, as to possess the character of truths supernaturally revealed” (107/77).

