The Scarlet Letter Essay Introductions
The “hook” of an essay introduction can be crafted in a variety of ways, yet the purpose remains the same—to grab the attention of your readers and effectively lead them to a focused, opinionated thesis. Since Hawthorne’s style in The Scarlet Letter is noteworthy due to his purposeful use of images, metaphors, and descriptive details, crafting a hook which imitates his style will help you consider the meaning embedded in his use of these devices. When writing an image-based hook, consider how descriptive details and vivid images will add feeling and an immediate sense of personal voice to your paper. Your hook should establish the tone for the essay, create a powerful image and engage the reader. Make sure that your hook, or the image that you choose to describe, is connected to the argument you are addressing in your essay. Provide a clear connection between the hook and the thesis and method statements.
Examples:

[Each of the example hooks would be followed by a thesis and method statement.]

The crowd is chillingly silent. The mother holds her newborn infant tightly, scanning the scene before her with fearful, cautious eyes. The eyes of the child are black, mysterious, and condemning, as if some lurid force was penetrating through them. The passionate sin of the mother has doomed the child to isolation, though neither she nor the townspeople can comprehend the power of its nature. [THESIS + METHOD]

Tormented and sinful souls often cry out to others in desperation as they stare blindly ahead in hopes for a light to come onto their paths and lead them out of the black and horrid labyrinth in which they are stuck. They search for a light from some profoundly beautiful and ponderously eminent angel who will relentlessly guide them through the maze and out into a world where their souls may be renewed. They search for some angel who is willing to repeatedly attempt to guide a soul out of its path of torment—an angel such as Pearl. [THESIS + METHOD]

A scaffold, produced by wood and iron and engulfed by the idea of ignominy, stood in the center of the village--home to a strict, Puritan society where everything out of the ordinary was condemned. In this village, on this scaffold, stood a young, beautiful woman and her baby, on display for the entire town to criticize and torture, for she had committed the horrendous sin of adultery. [THESIS + METHOD]

A subdued silence falls over the crowd as the heavy prison door creaks open. A beautiful woman apprehensively emerges, yet all that is seen by the congregation is the symbol staining her bosom. The scarlet letter’s golden threads glitter as the sun’s rays catch them, while the woman prepares to receive the stigma’s inevitable punishment. [THESIS + METHOD]

