
Final Preparation & Major 
Concepts to Remember

for the

AP Language & 
Composition Exam



Everything You Have Accomplished

Above all else, celebrate everything that 

you have learned over the last 8 months.

You have come so far, and regardless of 

your performance on the exam, you 

should be proud of what you have 

learned and achieved.

 I am proud of everything you have 

accomplished!



Setting Yourself Up for Success

 Prepare all of your supplies this evening:

1. Pens

2. Pencils (and eraser)

3. Snack (to be placed under your chair)

4. Water??? (to be placed under your chair)

5. Warm clothes/Layers

6. Watch/Timing Device

 TURN OFF YOUR PHONE!!!

 Cell phones and backpacks should be left 

elsewhere.



Setting Yourself Up for Success

 Spend time reviewing and reminding yourself 

of everything you already know.

 Spend some time relaxing & resting your brain.

 Get a good night’s sleep, & eat breakfast.

 Arrive by 7:30 in the Main Gym for your test 

(less stress = better performance).

 Do your best, & be proud of yourself for 

taking this chance!



To Review

This PowerPoint

Multiple choice testing tips

Rhetorical analysis, argument 

development and synthesis 

informational packets

Student samples

Rhetorical analysis & argument 

development jigsaw



Reminders for the 
Multiple Choice Section

You don’t have to answer every question 

to do well.

Easy questions & hard questions are 

worth the same amount of points; 

find the easy questions.

You don’t have to understand the passage 

to answer some questions.

Attitude can make a tremendous 

difference.



Reminders for the Essay Section

 Make a plan - Scan what you are doing 

before starting. Determine how you should 

organize your time.

 Don’t copy the prompt into your response. 

Write a thesis that answers the prompt.
 Respond completely to what the prompt asks.

 Respond to the prompt, not to a formula or 
“recipe” that you have pre-determined.

 Use all of your time.



Rhetorical Analysis
Consider audience & how the author’s 

language impact it

 Paraphrase instead of quoting – copying 
wastes your time. NO LINE CITATIONS are 
needed!

Avoid labels (appeal to emotion/logic).
 Appeal to the woman’s desire for affection

 Focus on American values of national pride

Never identify a device without specifying 
its effect or connection to purpose.
 You can’t adequately analyze a passage’s language 

without analyzing its meaning, purpose & effect.



“Form follows function.” An author’s desire to 

create meaning, purpose & effect is fleshed out 

in his decisions about the structure of the 

argument, organization of the text, diction, 

syntax, imagery and figurative language.



Rhetorical Analysis
 It isn’t about the terms or a “correct” answer. 

Successful & unsuccessful responses identify the 

same features; what makes a response successful 

isn’t the “identification” of features, but the 

students’ abilities to explain how those features 

work within the rhetorical situation. Too often, 

students list what a speaker does, appearing to 

think that the more successful choices they 

identify, the better they’ll do on the exam; 

instead, success comes from the ability to dig 

deep into the explanations of why and how the 

choices work in the particular contexts.



Dealing with Difficult Passages

 If it is hard for you, it is hard for 

everyone else… you will be fine.

 First, decide what the piece is about –
major ideas & purpose.

 Then, decide on tone. If nothing else, 

determine whether it is positive or 

negative.

 Look for a  shift… it can be the key to 

understanding a difficult passage.



Argument Development
 Don’t include your concession as the last 

paragraph. Integrate conceding phrases 
throughout the response (unless the prompt 
asks for pros and cons).

 Use specific evidence that you explain in 
depth, instead of a list.

 Make it complex!
2015 – Function of Polite Speech

Simple: Polite speech is good/bad

Complex: Following the established guidelines for 

polite speech helps us to maintain civility and 

functionality when we know less and less about others 

in our communities.



Argument Development

When including a variety of kinds or 

types of evidence, focus on articulating 

how the different pieces fit together, to 

make clear how the variety of evidence 

connects back to the prompt.

Explain how your evidence illustrates 

why their claim is valid. Avoid listing 

examples, then stating they support the 

claim. Instead, explain HOW the 

example illustrates the claim’s truth.





The Synthesis Prompt
Develop a plan BEFORE writing.

Cite paraphrases & quotes, but be 

thoughtful about how much you are 

“copying.” Paraphrasing can save time. 

Use AT LEAST 3 sources.

On a persuasive prompt, consider 

reflecting both sides, making your stance 

more complex. 

Issues aren’t binary; they are complex. 

Eminent domain isn’t all bad or all good.



The Synthesis Prompt

Integrate source information with your 

position; instead of repeating source 

info, use it to support your OWN 

argument.

Include sophisticated analysis. Think 

about how the sources are connected. 

Interpret the information, the values it 

reveals, the situations it does and does 

not apply to.












