Checklist for the Argumentative Essay

ELEMENT
QUESTIONS

1.
Issue
(
What is disputed?

2.
Claim
(
Is the claim stated directly or implied?



(
Is it a claim of fact, value or policy?



(
Does the writer give reasons for making the claim?

3.
Support
(
What facts, statistics, expert opinions, examples and personal experiences are presented?



(
What does the writer stand to gain if the claim is accepted?



(
How does the selection of evidence fulfill the text’s purpose?



(
How does the writer use evidence to appeal to readers?

4.
Writer’s Purpose
(
What is the writer’s purpose for writing the argument?



(
Why does the writer want to convince the audience to accept the claim?



(
What does the writer stand to gain if the claim is accepted?

5.
Intended Audience
(
Where might the argument be published?

· To whom do the reasons, evidence and emotional appeals, 




examples, and comparisons seem targeted?

6.
Definitions
(
Are key terms in the writer’s claim clearly defined, 




especially terms that have ambiguous meanings?

7.
Writer’s Credibility
(
Is s/he qualified, fair to the opposition and knowledgeable?



(
Does the author establish a common ground with the audience?

8.
Strength of Argument:
(
Does the writer supply several reasons to back up the claim?


Reasons & Evidence
(
How does the writer use evidence to appeal to readers?

9.
Opposing Viewpoints
(
Does the writer address opposing viewpoints clearly, fairly and completely?



(
Does the writer acknowledge, accommodate or refute opposing viewpoints with logic and relevant evidence?



(
Does the writer use emotional appeals appropriately?



(
Has the writer used any logical fallacies?

10.
Organization
(
How does the organization help the text fulfill its purpose? For example, if the author places the thesis in the conclusion, how does that strategy help persuade the readers?



(
What cueing devices does the writer use to emphasize important points and guide the readers through the text?

11.
Expression
(
How does the writer use language to establish tone? Is the tone well suited to audience and purpose? Are the words appropriate and sufficiently specific to express the writer’s ideas?



(
What kinds of sentences does the writer use? Does the writer vary sentences for emphasis? Does the writer use topic or forecasting sentences to guide readers? 

12.
Conclusion
(
Does the writer conclude the argument effectively?

