Sivilizin’ and  Satirizin’ in Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
Mark Twain first published this book in 1884 as a sequel to his popular Adventures of Tom Sawyer. Today, however, Huck Finn is the book that is most remembered, and celebrated. In fact, Ernest Hemingway in 1935 stated that “all modern American literature comes from” Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. While we read, consider this statement’s validity. We will examine this statement and other controversies surrounding the novel throughout this unit.

Reading Schedule:

Read the novel according the following schedule. When you come to class Tuesday, you need to have the novel read through (that means including) Chapter VI. In the parenthesis is an estimate of the reading’s length. Because of Winter Break, keep in mind that if school is cancelled, you are still responsible for reading the assigned material. The schedule will not change if school is cancelled.

Tuesday, 12/5 – Chp. I-VI/1-6 (27) 
Wednesday, 12/6 – Chp. VII-X/7-10 (24)

Thursday, 12/7 – Chp. XI-XV/11-15 (30)

Friday, 12/8 – Chp. XVI-XVIII/16-18 (28)

Monday, 12/11 – Chp. XIX-XXII/19-22 (31)

Tuesday, 12/12 – Chp. XXIII-XXVI/23-26 (26)

Wednesday, 12/13 – Chp. XXVII-XXX/27-30 (28)

Thursday, 12/14 – Chp. XXXI-XXXIV/31-34 (27)

Friday, 12/15 – Chp. XXXV-the Last/35-End (28)

Unit Activities:

Mapping the Journey: Both the literal journey down the river, and the figurative journey to maturity are important throughout the novel. In an effort to help you track and organize the major events of the novel, you will create a map with signposts of Huck’s journey.  For each event (there are 10), create a “signpost” (notecard) that allows you to summarize who was involved in that event, and its effect on the characterization of Huck. This is an OPTIONAL assignment that will help you tremendously on the exam and essay. Specifics for the signposts:

1. Make a list of the relevant characters involved in the event (tracking minor characters will help you immensely on the exam).

2. Paraphrase what happens to Huck in that event.

3. Analyze (3-4 sentences) how the experience or event impacts Huck’s development AND/OR what it reveals about his character.

For 4 of the events, create “detours” that focus on Jim:
1. Explain how Jim is characterized in the event (2-3 sentences). 

2. Explain what this might reveal about Twain’s and/or Huck’s beliefs (2-3 sentences).
Theme Reflection: At the end of the unit, you will explain how the novel’s thematic topics are presented through various passages. You need to be able to take the topic, and turn it into an ARGUMENT.
· Freedom and Civilization

· Individuality and Conformity

· Growth and Maturity

· Realism (Pragmatism) & Romanticism (Idealism)

· Friendship and Loyalty

Reading Activities: Throughout the reading, you will be completing various activities individually and with small groups to ensure your understanding of the novel. These activities may include periodic reading quizzes so stay on top of the reading schedule. 

Final Exam: This exam is an objective exam (closed book, closed notes) given on Monday, December 18th. If you are leaving early for Winter Break, I highly recommend that you take the exam before leaving.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
