The Power of Literature: 
Should The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn be censored?

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain should be required reading in the 11th Grade American Literature class at Issaquah High School.
Write a carefully reasoned argument that defends, challenges, or qualifies the above statement. One of the major issues is the “required” nature of the text. This means that teachers are required to include direct instruction of Huck Finn in their curriculum. Also, keep in mind that the statement is focused on Issaquah High School. Although The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn will be your central text, you are expected to use the source materials provided in the packet “The Controversy: Analysis, Opinion and Other Source Materials.”

Paper Guidelines:

Sources: minimum use of 5 sources, including Huck Finn (which you must cite in the paper)

Citations: Because you are using multiple sources, every quotation must be completely cited (including author’s name when not included in the quote’s lead-in). Please review information provided in Everything’s An Argument 

Length: 4-5 pages, double-spaced. Do not exceed the maximum page length!

Format: according to MLA guidelines (including creative title and heading), with a Works Cited page at the end. This should be easy to create since I have already written up entries for everything but Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

Structure: Write a full essay, beginning with an introduction that has a hook, transition, then the thesis & method, and ending with a conclusion that discusses significance. The concession should be the first body paragraph.
Hints:

1. 
Provide a concession paragraph. Present one paragraph in the essay that addresses the concerns of the other side. Consider what you think is the BEST argument of those who disagree with you. You then explain what that argument is and use your best ammunition against that argument in your essay. 

2.
Watch your paragraph length. No paragraph should be over a page in length. Divide your ideas into multiple paragraphs if necessary. Write body thesis statements, then topic sentences to accomplish this. I expect to see 3-4 body thesis statements.

3.
Be diverse in your use of quotations. Use a variety of sources in each paragraph to add power to your opinion. Use a variety of formats with your quotations – both integrated into sentences and framed by lead-in sentence (introduced with a colon). Do not take Huck Finn quotations from the research packet. Take them directly from your novel.

4.
Don’t make your mind up about the book’s importance right away. The support materials are more intriguing if you read them with an open mind. 

Due Dates:

Thesis and Method Statements: Wednesday, January 3rd    

Toulmin Argument Analysis: Friday, January 5th    
Annotated Reading Packet (with clear evidence of ACTIVE reading): Monday, January 8th    
Body Paragraph Shaping: Friday, January 12th 
Essay Peer Revision will take place on your own outside of class. The rough draft with evidence of peer revision is due with the final draft.
Essay Final Draft: Monday, January 22nd    

