Deciphering Macbeth: Analyzing the Theme

Pre-Writing – Essay Plan

1.
Thematic Topic:







2.
Determine what is Shakespeare arguing about that theme; what does he want the audience to believe or understand about it? Reminder: This answer must go beyond the play – don’t write about Macbeth - write about what point we learn about human nature through the play.
3.
Now, find concrete details that illustrate the point Shakespeare is making about your theme. You will need to structure your evidence around two of the following literary devices:

Plot Event (situation or setting)

Character

Symbols

Imagery

Irony

#1 Literary Device:











Quotations with Proper Citations:

A.



B.



C.



D.



#2 Literary Device:











Quotations with Proper Citations:

A.



B.



C.



D.



4.
Modern Connection: Explain how Shakespeare’s theme speaks to our time through specific examples from recent history and current events.

A.



B.



C.



Now, write your thesis statement by adding together your responses from Steps #1-4, along with the underlined play title and the author’s name. 

Essay Organization

INTRODUCTION 

· Provides a HOOK that draws the reader into the essay.

· Presents the essay’s main point & an organizational structure for the essay (THESIS)

· Builds from a broad statement (HOOK) to a specific statement (THESIS)

· Is a minimum of 3 sentences in length, ending with the thesis

Techniques for Starting Introductions:

· Rhetorical Question that brings up an interesting aspect of your theme

· Describe, with Image filled language, an event or person from the play that relates to theme

· Use an interesting, properly cited Quotation from another source

· Shares an Anecdote related to the theme

The following model illustrates the Image introduction :


A girl, looking young and at the same time jaded beyond her youth, leans against the schoolyard fence. Dressed in dark hose, wearing a skirt that is too short and donning heavy black eyeliner and blue eyeshadow, she looks into the distance, effectively separating herself from the noise and chaos that surrounds her. The children playing have no idea that underneath her sweater and heavy makeup are deep scars, physical and emotional bruises that are destroying her. In her novel The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros describes a character named Sally who is depressed and lonely, abused by her father and controlled by the men in her life, leading her into a life without a future. 

This example illustrates the Rhetorical Question introduction:


Have you ever considered how being physically abused as a child impacts a person’s life? The scars of abuse go beyond the bruises that disappear and the broken bones that heal. Abuse can lead one to become desperate for an escape and make choices that compromise one’s options in life. In her novel The House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisneros presents a character named Sally who because she is abused by her father, becomes self-centered and wants attention, leading her to careless behavior that destroys her future.

BODY PARAGRAPHS:

· 2 Body Paragraphs analyzing the theme’s presence in the play, each presenting a clear, persuasive body thesis, three thoughtfully selected, thoroughly explained concrete details, multiple commentary sentences and a connecting, persuasive concluding sentence.

· 1 Body Paragraph explaining the theme’s connection to our times, including two specific examples from recent history and current events.

CONCLUSION:

· Begins a clear summary of your essay’s point (THESIS) using different wording
· Explains the significance of the essay’s theme – what does the reader learn? “SO WHAT??”

· Begins with a specific statement (summary) and moves to a broad statement (so what?)

The following model illustrates the proper structure for the conclusion:

Because of her depression and past abuse, Sally makes a devastating choice, one that she thinks will enable her to escape but actually traps her in an abusive marriage. Her experience reminds the reader that the scars of abuse go beyond bruises and broken bones. Abuse leaves its victim emotionally empty, without a future, focused on pure survival alone.

