
Quotation Selection 

Guidelines for Practicing 

Analysis with The Scarlet Letter 



Guidelines for Selection 

• Avoid dialogue  it does not give you much to 
comment on. 

• Find interesting language  consider figurative 
language, imagery, characterization, etc. 

• Hawthorne is NOT the narrator. Consider the 
narrator to be an autonomous, potentially biased 
individual who is telling the story. How would you 
characterize the narrator? 

• A person cannot be personified – only something 
NOT living can be described with personification 



Examples 

Argument  Topic:  Revenge 

“A writhing horror twisted 

itself across his features, 

like a snake gliding swiftly 

over them, and making one 

little pause, with all its 

wreathed intervolutions in 

open sight” (62). 

Through the simile, 

Hawthorne reveals the 

destructive power of 

revenge. Chillingworth is 

so tainted by his need for 

revenge that he 

momentarily loses his 

human features, 

becoming a snake, an 

animal traditionally 

associated with evil.  



Examples 
Argument  Topic:  Sin 

“O Fiend, whose talisman 

was that fatal symbol, 

wouldst thou leave 

nothing, whether in 

youth or age, for this 

poor sinner to revere? – 

Such loss of faith is ever 

one of the saddest results 

of sin” (81). 

Through directly addressing 

the reader (and the devil) in 

this apostrophe, the narrator 

clearly delineates the tragic 

effect of sin: the destruction of 

one’s innocence. Not only is 

Hester’s present life destroyed, 

but she has lost her faith in the 

sanctity of others, furthering 

her isolation. Instead of 

looking to God, evil is all that 

remains. 



Examples 
Argument  Topic: Guilt 

“As he spoke, he laid 

his long forefinger on 

the Scarlet Letter, 

which forthwith 

seemed to scorch into 

Hester’s breast, as if it 

had been red hot” (68). 

The metaphorical language of 

the Scarlet Letter, its power to 

“scorch” the wearer and its 

burning, “red hot” color, 

convince the reader of its 

incessant power over Hester. 

Guilt, represented by the A, has 

so consumed her that she feels 

physically damaged by it. 

Hawthorne reminds the reader 

of guilt’s far-reaching impact, 

from the individual’s soul to her 

physical body. 


