Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Chapters I-X Discussion Questions

Answer the following questions on your own paper, including properly cited quotations when necessary. 

1. Even though Pap is a thoroughly disreputable character and treats Huck harshly, some of his actions are a source of humor. Describe his actions that are particularly funny.

2. Pap’s “govment” speech in Chapter VI is funny because there is a difference between reality and pap’s version of reality. Identify and explain the comical elements of his speech.

3. How does Pap feel about people of other races? What do you think was Mark Twain’s purpose in having Pap rail against the free black man from Ohio? How different are Pap and the black man? Explain.

4. Explain whether or not Pap is a realistic, and therefore believable, character. Use specific quotations in your response.

5. In Jim’s telling about his “specalat’n” in stock, what does he show about himself? What kind of “signs” does Jim know? How useful is this knowledge?

6. Based on his background, what do we learn about Huck’s moral and ethic development?

7. One of the hallmarks of this book is the way nature is portrayed. How does Huck look at the river? Think about the many different ways Huck uses and describes it.

