The Scarlet Letter: Group Discussion Questions

Chapter 20
1.  At the beginning of the chapter, Hawthorne directly addresses his readers. Review the third paragraph to determine Hawthorne’s view of Dimmesdale.  Clarify the message he wants to convey.

2.  Describe the nature of the temptations faced by Dimmesdale as he returns from the forest and passes through town.   What do these temptations reveal about Dimmesdale?

Chapter 21
3.  Read the opening description of Hester as she reaches the market place. How has she changed over the course of seven years, and to what may these changes be attributed?

4. What do Pearl’s questions and remarks to Hester about Dimmesdale reveal about the contrast that exists between what is possible in the forest compared to that in the marketplace (society)? 

Chapter 22

5. Explain the significance of the quote: “At the final hour, when she was so soon to fling aside the burning letter, it had strangely become the centre of more remark and excitement, and was thus made to sear her breast more painfully, than at any time since the first day she put it on.”

Chapter 23

6.  Why is Dimmesdale able to deliver the most eloquent and inspirational sermon of his life? What themes are addressed by Hawthorne as he reveals the crowd’s view of its clergyman?

7. Why must Dimmesdale climb upon the scaffold to escape Chillingworth and the bondage of his sin? Is he triumphant? Explain. 

8.  How is Dimmesdale’s request for a kiss from Pearl highly symbolic? Explain how “a spell was broken.”

Chapter 24

19.  Why does Hester eventually return to Boston?

10.  How has Hester’s suffering changed her? How is she viewed by the women of the village—explain how this view furthers the theme of redemption?
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