The Lord of the Flies Discussion Questions – Chapters 1 and 2

Answer the following questions as completely and thoroughly as possible. Whenever necessary, provide support for your answers using quotations from the novel [include citations]. If you choose to do these questions with a small group, only one paper needs to be turned in, but each group member must contribute to the answering of each question. Answer the questions on your own notebook paper (not this one!).

1.
What background information does Golding give the reader? What is happening in the world? What country and kinds of schools have the boys come from?

2.
The main characters Ralph, Piggy, Simon, Jack and Roger are all introduced in the first chapter. Note at least two personality traits of each character, then explain what situations lead to your conclusions (include quotations).

3.
(a) Compare Ralph, Jack and Piggy with regards to leadership. What leadership qualities does each one have? What are each character’s weaknesses? 


(b) Who would you vote for as leader? Why would you choose this character?

4.
Why doesn’t Jack kill the pig at the end of the first chapter?

5.
We get to know very few of the smaller boys, but we see them as a group. What details help us see the character (personality, values, beliefs, etc.) of the group? [Note the quotation and page number, then after a colon, write what each detail suggests/implies about the group.]

6.
What happens to the fire after the boys start it? What happens to the boy with the mulberry mark on his face?
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