Debate Structure and Timeline – 2 person
	Time
	1st Affirmative
	1st Negative
	2nd Affirmative
	2nd Negative

	5 min.
	Give opening speech.
	Take notes.
	
	Plan/write questions.

	2 min.
	Answer questions.
	Organize speech.
	
	Ask questions.

	5 min.
	Plan/write questions.
	Give opening speech.
	Take notes.
	

	2 min.
	Ask questions.
	Answer questions.
	Organize speech.
	

	5 min.
	
	Plan/write questions.
	Give speech.
	Take notes.

	2 min.
	
	Ask questions.
	Answer questions.
	Organize speech.

	5 min.
	Take notes.
	
	Plan/write questions.
	Give speech.

	2 min.
	
	
	Ask questions.
	Answer questions.


3 min.
Preparation Time: This “downtime” may be used at any time during the debate when the team is “in control” or between rounds, but cannot total more than 3 minutes. For example, during the first round of cross-examination, the Negative speaker may call for downtime, but the Affirmative speaker cannot. This time should be used to find evidence, talk to your partner or organize for the next portion of the debate. It is best to save some downtime to be used prior to the rebuttal.
3 min.
Affirmative Final Rebuttal (summary and closing argument)

3 min. 
Negative Final Rebuttal

Advice: 
Listen closely to what the other team says (don’t just think about what you are going to say). If you don’t respond or challenge the other team’s statements, its argument stands. You must refute the ideas being presented. That is when true debate happens. Use the questioning (cross-examination) period to the fullest extent. This is your best opportunity to point out inconsistencies and errors in the other team’s position.
