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Theme Analysis Paragraph
Thesis: In the play Macbeth, William Shakespeare shows the audience that once one starts corrupting his or her power, he or she will keep corrupting it, through a main character, Macbeth and the witches’ apparitions, an idea that also can be seen in modern times.
Body Thesis: Throughout the play, Macbeth gains and abuses power repeatedly, but cannot stop, showing how corruption takes hold of a person. Explain how the paragraph topic is connected to your thesis/theme.
Q: When he is crowned king, Macbeth first corrupts his power by convincing the murderers to eliminate Banquo and “Fleance, [Banquo’s] son, that keeps him company/ Whose absence is not less material to [Macbeth]/Than is his father’s” (II.ii.155-157). Provide a quote with a LEAD-IN that illustrates an aspect of your topic.
CM: Macbeth previously assassinated Duncan, the former king, in order to take his crown and was not caught or punished for the crime.  Explain/translate the quote. Tell me what it means.
CM: He thinks he has the capability to get away with another murder, especially because he also gains great power from receiving the crown. Explain how the quote connects with your thesis.
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CS: Macbeth discovered that he had the power to get away with murder, and continues to desire more power, resulting in him unjustly being crowned as King of Scotland.  After habitually abusing and gaining power, Macbeth finds that he can never stop his thirst; this inevitably results in his demise.  Explain how the paragraph connects back with your thesis. What do you need me to remember to prove your point?
