Approaching the Synthesis Essay
Synthesis is a fusion, an amalgamation of ideas resulting in the formulation of a new idea or perspective. It is a written discussion incorporating support from several sources of differing views. This type of assignment requires you to examine a variety of sources and identify their relationship to your thesis. Writing a successful synthesis essay will require you to do
· read accurately and objectively,

· see relations among different viewpoints,

· define a thesis based on these relations,

· support the thesis effectively.


Tips for an effective synthesis essay: 

· Establish your purpose to shape the way you write and form your thesis. The thesis is the main claim or idea of your essay. 

· Select your sources and become familiar with them so that you can discuss them in relationship to your thesis and supporting argument(s). 

· Develop an organizational plan. Arrange more than just one source per point; multiple sources will increase your credibility. All of the structures we looked at with argument development can be used in a synthesis response.
· Document each source. This MUST be done if you quote, summarize or paraphrase a source. 

· Evaluate or interpret each source, then show the relationship between the sources and your thesis. 

Expectations: 

· First 15 minutes of exam: read and write on the documents. 

· Analyze the argument each source is making. What claim is the source making about the topic?
· What data or evidence does the source offer in support of the claim?

· What are the assumptions or beliefs (explicit or implicit) that warrant using the evidence or data to support the claim?
· Generalize about your potential stands on the issue. Ask yourself: what are 2 or 3 (or more) possible positions on this issue that I could take? Which of those positions do I really want to take? Keep an open mind. A stronger, more mature, more persuasive essay will result if you resist the temptation to oversimplify the issue, to hone in immediately on an obvious thesis. The prompt will invite critical, careful thinking. Consider the nuances and the complexities of the assigned topic.

· Enter into a conversation with what has already been explored through written and visual sources. Role-play to create an imaginary conversation with the author/creator of the source. Would the author agree or disagree with your position? Why? Should you qualify it in some way? Why and how?

· On the basis of this imagined conversation, finesse and refine your central proposition, a thesis—as complicated and robust as the topic demands—for your composition. After a hook, including a sentence or two that contextualizes the topic or issue for the reader, present your thesis.
· Argue your position. Develop a strong case for your claim by incorporating within your own thinking the conversations you have had with the authors/creators of the primary sources:

· “Source A takes a position similar to mine.”

· “Source C would oppose my position, but I still maintain it validity based on…”

· “Source E offers a slightly different perspective—one that I would alter a bit…”

· Synthesize: Combine sources with your opinion to form a cohesive, well-supported argument. At least 3 sources must be integrated into your argument and cited. Visuals are optional. Do not evaluate the reliability or credibility of sources. 

· Cite by name or source (direct or indirect). “Stevens argues that…”  OR “It is estimated that…” (Source B).  Line references are not necessary.

· In addition to the 3 sources cited, draw upon what you know about the issue.

Guidelines: 

· Recognize and respect the complexity of the argument. Attempt to qualify your claim.

· Consider multiple perspectives. Think, consider, converse as you write.

· Engage an audience. Encourage readers to consider the position you take as valuable and worth consideration. Write with a purposeful, trustworthy, and reasonable voice.

· Claims and reasons should be based on assumptions readers will likely accept.

· Anticipate objections readers may offer to your claim and present counterarguments. Use qualifiers (in some cases, other ways, given certain conditions, it is possible, perhaps) to recognize opposing viewpoints and refute them with compelling evidence. 

· Ask and answer questions as you explore the complexity of your claim. Offer valid solutions to problems and issues addressed. Present your argument with a logical progression of ideas.

· Weigh evidence—you get to choose! Consider details, reasons, facts, and appeals.

· Allow room for ambiguity. The world is not black and white—how adept are you in the grey?
