Act III Response - Quotations: Context and Analysis

Choose 7 of these 9 quotations from Act III of Macbeth. For each quotation you select, complete the following: (A) identify the speaker, (B) identify to whom s/he is speaking, (C) explain the context-what is happening when the words are spoken or what the statement is about, and (D) analyze what the quotation reveals about the mental state of a particular character or a point that Shakespeare is making. Your answer for Part D must be written in complete sentences.

Example:
O, proper stuff!
(A)
Lady Macbeth


This is the very painting of your fear.
(B)
Macbeth


This is the air-drawn dagger which you said
(C)
At the banquet, after Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth


Led you to Duncan.

about seeing Banquo’s ghost


(D)
Lady Macbeth is mocking Macbeth because for the 



second time, he sees something she does not think 



exists. It reveals Lady Macbeth’s ability to taunt 



Macbeth, as well as his deteriorating mental state.

1.

The time has been that,
6.
Thou art the best o’ th’ cutthroats,


When the brains were out, the man would die,

Yet he’s good that did the like for Fleance.


And there an end. But now they rise again

If thou didst it, thou art the nonpareil.


With twenty mortal murders on their crowns




And push us from our stools.

2.
Thou hast it now—King, Cawdor, Glamis, all
7.
We hear our bloody cousins are bestowed


As the Weird Women promised, and I fear

In England and in Ireland, not confessing



Thou played’st most foully for ‘t. 

Their cruel parricide, filling their hearers





With strange invention.




3.

I am in blood
8.

Better be with the dead,


Stepped in so far that, should I wade no more,

Whom we, to gain our peace, have sent to peace,


Returning were as tedious as go o’er.

Than on the torture of the mind to lie





In restless ecstasy.

4.
(To leave no rubs or botches in the work)
9.
Then comes my fit again. I had else been perfect,


Fleance, his son, that keeps him company,

Whole as the marble, founded as the rock,


Whose absence is no less material to me

As broad and general as the casing air


Than is his father’s, must embrace the fate

But now I am cabined, cribbed, confined, bound in


Of that dark hour.


To saucy doubts and fears.—But Banquo’s safe?

5.

To be thus in nothing,


But to be safely thus. Our fears in Banquo


Stick deep, and in his royalty of nature


Reigns that which would be feared.

