Macbeth Act II Study Guide

Answer the following questions as completely as possible on your own paper, including properly cited quotations from the text to support your answer where required. While you may make notes on this handout, answers must be written on your own notebook paper.
1. The Witches are characters that have a powerful impact on the play, but have very few lines. Banquo says that he cannot sleep because he is thinking about them. Macbeth says that he has not thought about them at all. How do the characters of Macbeth and Banquo differ, and what influence have the Witches had on each of them?

2. Macbeth is alone while Lady Macbeth returns the bloody daggers when he says, “Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood/Clean from my hand? No, this my hand will rather/The multitudinous seas incarnadine,/Making the green one red” (II.ii.????). Lady Macbeth returns with blood on her hands as well. What does the blood symbolize? Cite two quotes EACH from Acts I and II (not the quote listed above) to explain your answer.

3. Sometimes Shakespeare shows killing onstage (think Romeo & Juliet). Why is the killing of Duncan not shown, but understood to happen offstage?

4. The Drunken Porter scene is one of the most admired instances of comic relief in tragedy. But what further might be said about this scene—what does the Porter explain that could be applied to Macbeth?

5. How is Macbeth’s mind affected by the murder of Duncan? Include two quotes in your response.

6. After Duncan’s death, Macbeth says, “All is but toys” (II.iii.??). Beyond potentially concealing his part in the murder, what does he mean by saying this? Is he being sincere? Explain your answer. 

7. How much do Banquo and Macduff appear to understand what has happened—do they suspect that Macbeth has killed Duncan? Provide 2 quotes to justify your answer.
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The Universe: An Elizabethan View
Elizabethans believed in an absolutely ordered universe in which all things were clearly ranked in order of superiority. This view corresponded with their religious beliefs, political system and limited scientific understanding. General Being could be divided and ranked as shown in this box.


Within these individual categories, further subdivisions could also be made. For example, the sun was the superior planet, the lion the highest animal, gold the chief metal and men were superior to women. “Man” could be subdivided and ranked as shown in the column at the left, and each subdivision could be further subdivided.

Macbeth reflects the Elizabethan concern with seeing and maintaining order. In Act I, the universe is clearly ordered. When Macbeth kills Duncan in Act II, he violates this order. Thus, killing the king is not just a personal action or just a social one; it is a cosmic crime, and the universe reflects the disorder Macbeth initiates.



God


Angels


Man


Animals


Plants


Inorganic Materials


Chaos





King or Queen


Nobility


Knights


Gentlemen


Professionals and Tradesmen


Peasants





Act I’s World Order


God


Angels


Duncan


Malcolm


Other Nobles (including Macbeth, Macduff & Banquo)


Knights


Gentlemen


Peasants


Animals


Plants


Inorganic Matter


Chaos





Task:


Make a list of the 7 examples of this disorder in Act II. Hint: the first one is Macbeth’s killing of Duncan. What specifically do we learn through these examples? Explain why Shakespeare choose to include these ones �in the play. 








